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CATHEDRAL OF
GREEN AND STONE

By Mary Ellan Hanaibal

There are no stane features mentioned in Geneses, but then
again, the Carden of Eden was divinely designed. Moral
pardens have alwavs utilized decorative and uselul stome
COMPoriciils, cither b create p.11|1'.|.'.1}'l.-_ o dillereniiate |'u:|:|-_-.
to provide a sitting surface, or to add a further conremplative
element to the purview. The newly renovated Bhododendron
Carden at SFBG marks a very special confluence of plants and
stones, Diesigned 1o showease a unique collection of rhodo-
dendrons, some no lenger found in the wild, the centerpiece
of the garden is a stone pavilion made from remnanis of a 13th.

Ceniury !'1|;|-1|||1h|| monastery—_the so-called “monastery stones

LET THE STOMES SPEAK
WITH TONGLUES THAT]

Crvlan Thaosre
FALK ALL TONGUES

Dlakland-based Feverabend and Madden Landscape Diesign
reconfigured the garden o bring it up-to-date, emphasizing
the wwnse of leafy enclosure and gquiet provided by often 1ow
ering rhododendrons and other woody, lealy plants, The
SUONE |'|.'|_-.-|Ii|q||| l:[I."\.rHI:Ii'I\.I. and bl by master sEomEmeascm
Edwin Hamilton is at the epicenter of this quict beaury, i
r\-ﬁ':-'-'li|l'- a F|-11 ¢ to sit and observe the rracings ol time

evinced both by the stones and by the plants themsclves

We think of plants as more or less termporary, o be replaced
by new grovwth when their lile-cveles end. Climate change
and encroaching civilization have in fact imermupted the cycle
of regeneration for many plant species, among them some of
the rhododendrons we have in the garden. Mow saome of thes
specics will be propagated not by nature but by gardeners
One of the most integral functions of a botanical garden = 1o

preserve such plants, and it is pan of our mission at the SFICG
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RHODODENDRON MADDENL Hesb. [
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Thi word rhu-dn.'u;!-nr'drm: dnrwm ||$.¢‘|| ||||l!I Grﬁ‘ iﬁ:—dr_ll MEaning rokl
ared gendron, irae, & :-iil'ul:l gleney = manms than 1,000 LpeCied |p-|;l'. af
the family Ericoceas)|, rhododendrons grow all ever the narthern hami
1.p"|m'u- and sean axiend lo Soulbeas Aua and rariberm Auialia. The
modicnal flowssar -:}'i h-'-ﬂp{‘:l tha I'Ilﬂhi"ll |'.|nl|;|r1..h,l of ihedaderdiany accyrs
in tha 5||"|D-H||'|'ﬂ::1'|rﬂﬁ mounkaing. The £ .'-||:|’d|p||. B0 pad Qe 5.|'|,l -
desed hors i undar sericus thred? ol setinchan, Bul ipesimens can ba
saen of SFRG. This lesiration wo 'l.lc'l;|r|||r:-;| kam [=1;] |HJ¢ oy -:E
The Rhodadendions of ﬁ.'.“::lll-rllm:ll'ﬂlﬂ_l !3',' Joseak Dalian Heakes
located in e Halen Crockess Rusuall |_||:|||:|:|l'1 raim boak collestisn
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CATHEDRAL OF GREEMN AMND STOME  covmmann o sace

Ltones, on the other hand represent l.-::-mr-l:l'ung w..-n'unﬁi:.'
permanent. And indeed, despite the mmuliuous history of
the monastery stones, in which they have been assembled,
disamsembled, shipped, forgoten, pilfered, and rescued (story
follows), in the hands of Edwin Hamilton and hic stonemasons
their honored place on an ancient continuum ks again acknowl
edged, Edwin designed a circular seating area around a special
stone sot in the ground, a kevstone that was once part of a
vasily. A rolled l-beam trellis mimics the arch segments of the

vialt that once crmanated from this keystone

Bath Edwin and the Mexican stonemasons be works with have
a reverence bor the stone isell, Mamy ol his workers are from
Claxaca, where stomework hat been integral o the life and cul
tirre for hundreds of year, the art and craft passed from father
to s, By contrast, when Edwin recognized his own aflindty
with stone, there were few places to go o learn his trade in
the Urmted States. I bis early pwenties, Edwin Soald everything
| had® and traveled in Buwrope, apprenticing himsell 10 master
stonemasons in France and Scotland, where he helped banld a
stenve bridge. “lt has been a privilege to work with these stones,”
savs Edwin, who utilized others af theiwe stones 1o creste the wer-
race around the Helen Crocker Bassel] Library. "Something hap.

pens when humans start warking with this matenal and bring it

o a higher level ” Edwin comments, “Cathedrals are about thai ”

Come enjov Edwins waork and the cathedral of green at the
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THE HISTORY OF THE
MONAGSTERY STONES

By Jock Leibman

he story of the monastery stones begins in about

1200 AL, with the comtnection of the Santa AMarnia

de Chila monastery by Cistercian monks, on a hilliap

owerlooking the Tagus Biver m Spain, absout N0 miles
nartheast of Madrid. Founded by King Alfonso Y of Casule
the monactery originally included a refectony, a chaprer house
a chapel, and a closster. The Cistercians, flourshed there until
1835 when a roval decree elminated religious [acilities wath bess
than 12 inhabitanis. The monastery was sold and wed bhekly as
a hasstel and farm biildings. Eventually all the furmishings were
sald, and the buildings pilfered. By 1930, anby the ruined walls
remaimed, and thew attracted the attentiodg o & N Arferican
art dealer, who worked lor William Randolph Hearst. Hear
hesurhie the monastery bor 597 0

l:'l."\.rll.l.l.' the Financial crisic of 1930 Hearst was seill going strong

His income was a reporned %15 millbon per annum. San Simeon

Master siohemason Edwin Hamibion
Iiﬁur photo) has created o circulor
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o voull, Opposite poge: A closer
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was almost hashed. From the stones of Santa Maria de Oheila
he envisioned making a medicval castle near Mount Shaoa 1o
replace his mother's hunting lodge. Architect Julia Morgan over-
saw & year-long process of demalition, packing, and tansporia
tion, which included cosstruction of a special railway and road
o get the stones o Madrid From there the stones were trans
PeOITENE LD l|'lr.' o ol Vilencia, where they were loaded anio
cleven Lerman freighters that stcamed acrons the ocgan and
throwugh the Panama Canal, 1o finally dock in San Francisco

The cost of the project so far had exceeded 51 million
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financial strictures forced the failiere of the project, and ren
dered the stones supertluous. They languihed in a warehoase at
Fisherman's Wharf for ten vears, 5t a cost of $1 000 Pt manth
In 1941, Herdsert I:\.l':u,,l‘ll‘:.'n, ker Chabrmean of the Baard of the
|.|-\. "lllllll'l'r: Mlisseum in |.||-||,|':'|'| Lsatic |'.'||-|-I .;i||'..|||;.‘-|_'|_| toe 1|1|_' ity
ECH pay Heama "_i-:""- D) For thie stones ".;‘I.J.lu |uilea ;'~||_|”_I.\_\|1 drew
up |'l|.1.|'|'\.. TuT I|'|l:' siones, this e [oF a :'“'i'-"-"-'d fldseuin ol
I'.IlL'l.I:l"-ﬂI At in l:i:ll-\.l-rl'l Laate |'.'|‘|L I |'.|_' LLOfEy wefe r|'\-||'\..'|_-d fai

a giranksc rock |1||-.- behind the de T T

rl'|:|'|l.h|. I.'I1I1II:'|.||.?|I|. I'-. a hire |_||II\||I'|Iq'|_‘| Ih:_' Criles |'|||||_'i||lu ||1|_'
wiomes, whach had been !I'|.1|'.|-.|;d |imr ||'||_'|| ||_'_I;I\.I-\.-|_'|'|||1|1,' m |_hi_'|1 e
IIJ-..1|I|I'I T.'ll'l'l aif MY I|'||_'I|' S CONEFER TSy OveEr iy 1icw
|'|I.'I||J:I1|.: ]! I|'||' l.'l.'l.IL ||.II|'.1:|-\.\,|'.'I.I|'._ |-\.||_-' RIFTES I||'|_‘| ||.-|J ol ||J||I_||r|j,:
proventod any comstroction. In 1958 owo more disascrotis Fires
further damaged the stones. In 1960, the Depanment ol
Fecreation and Parks took responsibility for the forlesn rock
|'\.I!I.' !‘ﬂ-l.ll""-' ol '.I"'l SIOMNES WEne ;'||'||,'|‘l|||'||1.'|'.|,,'|_‘| [oF Yarsowus |_'|'\.-|_.||\.'\,|-.1'

and wall preficcts, most prominenthy in the Arbssretusn and the

lapanese Tea Garden. A brief revival of interest in them was
inspired by the Hearst Foundation in 1980082, which sponsored
an architeetural survey and scale model o rebuild the chaprer

howse. Funds for the project were never mised

'I'.I: t:'li.' BITE [T .11I|.l||'|r'| HLCTEAFICE W% RCsIITIng I .'.|h-:-r
Thomas Davis, Abbott of the Mew Clairvauy Cistercian Abbev
in Vina, Califormia, had since 1955 pursued a claim on the
stomes, hoping to rebuild the chapier house at his Sacramenio
Valley monastery, In 1982, several msckboads of siones were

ariuiallby sent to the Abbey bui had o be returned because of

dwncrship uncertaingy. Pervistent inquiries by Father Diaves final-
Iy succeeded im 1994, when the deYoung agreed to the transier
Eventually, more than 20 truckloads of stones amived in Yina
Comparter modeling made it possible to simulate the original
devign of the chapter houwe, and recomvrection iv weall under
way, HBecase the limestone i wo aold the stones ilemsehes ane

nat wsed foundationally

I e seones have found their Lac resbing |:-|.|-. & half a wordd awaw
trom their ongins. A small part of their history remains perma

: .
niently in our Garden. <3
lLick Livbmen i o lovid-trme docemd ol SFHC. A fuller eervion of bis article can
be femnd ai- wune cmlsidefiends org. More imformation can also be found ar

i sacrrdsiome eng, fhy websire of the Samio Maria de Cheila moniesdery.

sl i b Viertical Frie cotdectaom of the Helem Crocker Bounsell Ly
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